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Bertozzi & Casoni 

 

Giampaolo Bertozzi, born in Borgo Tossignano in 1957, and Stefano Dal Monte 

Casoni, born in Lugo di Romagna in 1961, met while studying at the Gaetano 

Ballardini Ceramic Art Institute of Faenza, Italy. In 1980, they founded a 

ceramics production company called “Bertozzi & Casoni s.n.c.,” thereby 

inserting themselves into the workshop tradition. Their work was featured in the 

Italian Pavilion at the Venice Biennale in 2009 and 2011. Recent museum 

exhibitions include a survey at the Castello Sforzesco and Museo Internazionale 

delle Ceramiche in Faenza (2008-2009), a solo show at Fondazione Museo Pino 

Pascali, Polignano a Mare, Italy (2011-2012); and “Bertozzi & Casoni: 

Timeless” at the Museum Beelden aan Zee, Den Haag, Netherlands (2013). 

Bertozzi & Casoni currently live and work in Imola near Bologna, Italy. 
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Bertozzi & Casoni 

Selected Press 



 
 

Ebony, David. “David Ebony’s Top Ten New York Gallery Shows for June.” news.artnet.com 
(Artnet), 26 June 2015. 

 

 
  

  
 
6. Bertozzi & Casoni at Sperone Westwater, through July 24 

The Italian ceramics duo Bertozzi & Casoni are known for technical prowess and sculptural wit. 
This dazzling exhibition, an overview of their works from the past decade, shows the full range 
of their aims and endeavors. There is preponderance here for images of industrial waste and 
consumerist detritus, the verity of which can be astounding. 

Composition No. 12 (Cicogne)(2008) shows tall stacks of plastic crates, and leaky oil barrels 
topped by a huge bird's nest and two roosting storks, all rendered in ceramics. Brillo & 
Archie (2001-2005) comes across as Bertozzi & Casoni's sincere homage to New York and Pop 
art, showing in a characteristically realist mode Warhol's landmark “Brillo Box" sculptures, one 
of which has been converted to a dog house for Warhol's beloved dachshund, depicted here life-
size, in glazed ceramic, proudly posing amidst the ceramic cardboard. 

 

Bertozzi & Casoni, Brillo & Archie ,  2001-2005.  
Photo: Courtesy Sperone Westwater, New York. 
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Mattioli, Massimo. “Italiani in transferta. Betrozzi & Casoni protagonist da Sperone Westwaeter Lugano, 

in attesa della grande mostra mantovana di Palazzo Te.” artribune.com (Artribune), 17 April 2014. 

  

È un momento d’oro per 

Bertozzi & Casoni, i maestri 

della scultura in ceramica 

policroma, della quale hanno 

saputo riscoprire la grande 

tradizione innestandola nelle 

temperie contemporanee. 

Mentre le straordinarie sale di 

Palazzo Te a Mantova si 

preparano ad ospitare – dal 7 

giugno al 20 agosto – la loro 

esposizione dal titolo Dove 

Come Quando, curata da Marco 

Tonelli, le luci della ribalta si 

aprono per il duo al di là delle 

Alpi, con la mostra Appunti 

recenti (contrappunti) appena inaugurata alla Galleria Sperone Westwater di Lugano, dove resterà visibile 

fino al 12 luglio.  

 

Undici opere in ceramica realizzate dal 2002 al 2014, con “un’ironia sempre controbilanciata da un 

inossidabile virtuosismo esecutivo”. Da Ossobello, un ordinato accumulo di ossa realizzato nel 2002, a Ma, 

del 2010, una sedia con testa di capriolo su una pila di piatti sporchi, fino a agli accumuli di libri di Still 

life, del 2014. Artribune non ha perso l’occasione per l’escursione transfrontaliera, ecco e immagini 

dall’opening…  
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Tansini, Laura. Review. “Milan: ‘Italian Sculpture of the XXI Century’, Fondazione Arnaldo Pomodoro.” Sculpture, 
November 2011, Vol. 30, No. 9, p. 71. 

 
 

                                    



 

 
 

 

Pryor, John-Paul. “Vanitas: The Transience of Earthly Pleasures.” Dazed & Confused (dazeddigital.com),  

12 October 2010. 
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Vanderbilt, Tom. “Grand Illusion.” WSJ Magazine, June 2010, p. 40-41.   
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Capelli, Pia. “Art for two.” Elle (Italian Edition), March 2010, p. 374.  

 

  



SPERONE  WESTWATER 
257 Bowery New York 10002 
T +1 212 999 7337 F +1 212 999 7338 
www.speronewestwater.com 

 

  

Laster, Paul. “Bertozzi & Casoni, ‘Intervallo.’” Time Out New York, 18-24 February 2010, p. 45. 
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Mirko, Nottoli. “Bertozzi & Casoni.” 53rd International Art Exhibition: La Biennale di Venezia. 

Padiglione Italia. Ed. Luca Beatrice and Beatrice Buscaroli. Trans. Darcy Di Mona and Felicity 

Lutz. Milan: Silvana Editoriale Spa, 2009, pp. 80-84. 

 

 



SPERONE  WESTWATER 
257 Bowery New York 10002 
T +1 212 999 7337 F +1 212 999 7338 
www.speronewestwater.com 

 

 



SPERONE  WESTWATER 
257 Bowery New York 10002 
T +1 212 999 7337 F +1 212 999 7338 
www.speronewestwater.com 

 
Beatrice, Luca and Beatrice Buscaroli, La Biennale di Venezia -  53rd International Art Exhibition. 

Padiglione Italia: Collaudi. Milan: Silvano Editoriale Spa, 2009. 
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Johnson, Ken. “Bertozzi & Casoni.” The New York Times, 15 April 2005, p.E34. 

The collaborating Italian ceramists Giampaolo Bertozzi and Stefano Dal Monte Casoni are 

amazing craftsmen. Whether they are as compelling as artists is another question. 

Philosophically, Mr. Bertozzi and Mr. Casoni belong to the family of cheerfully pessimistic 

moralists that includes Damien Hirst and the Chapman Brothers. In the center of the main gallery 

is a raft of more than two dozen beat-up cardboard Brillo boxes faithfully rendered in glazed clay. 

A doghouse made of cut-up boxes stands on this Warholian platform and a life-size dachshund is 

next to it - the source of the numerous little piles of droppings scattered about. Thus the artists 

mock the pretensions of modern art. (Incidentally, Bertozzi & Casoni are not as good with 

animals as they are with inanimate things.)  

"Skeletal Madonna" depicts a lifesize human skeleton, made entirely of silver, cutting through a 

bed of ceramic daffodils with an industrial-strength mower. "Pot Pourri" features an ape sitting on 

a traveler's trunk studying a paperback copy of Darwin's "Origin of Species." There are also dirty 

medicine cabinets stocked with pill bottles, art supplies, pornographic photographs and other odds 

and ends; full-size oil barrels leaking garbage and toxic waste; and a white ape sitting on a faux 

marble cafe table partly covered by disgustingly realistic vomit. 

Bertozzi & Casoni's symbolism is crude, and their message, that humankind is in a devolutionary 

spiral, is sophomoric. Nevertheless, their work is absorbing to study for its attention to detail, and 

their ingenuity and industry are undeniable.  
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 “Bertozzi & Casoni.” The New Yorker, 18 April 2005. 

A team of ebullient Italian sculptors, formed in 1980, débuts in New York with teeming 

assemblies of life-size, almost but not quite fool-the-eye eggshells, Brillo boxes, 

chimpanzees, daffodils, and hand grenades, among many other things, all in sumptuous 

glazed ceramic. Giampaolo Bertozzi and Stefano Dal Monte Casoni dote on textures of 

crud and decay and like to razz canonical art, as with a reproduction of Botticelli’s Venus 

in a dog dish. High artifice and ardent squalor might seem an unpromising brace of 

qualities, but these artists put it across with the heart-melting gladness of kids finding, 

under the Christmas tree, exactly what they always wanted. Through April 30. (Sperone 

Westwater, 415 W. 13th St. 212-999-7337.) 
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BERTOZZI & CASONI 
Biography 
 
 
Giampaolo Bertozzi    Born Bologna, 1957 
Stefano Dal Monte Casoni   Born Ravenna, 1961 
 
 
Selected Solo Exhibitions: 
 
1998  “Bertozzi & Casoni S.N.C.,” 1000 Eventi Gallery, Milan, 3 – 23 December 
1999  “Bertozzi & Casoni. Pot-pourri,” Sperone Jr. Gallery, Rome, 21 December 
2001  “Bertozzi & Casoni,” Galleria d’Arte Moderna, Spazio Aperto, Bologna, 2 October – 11  

November 
2001-02  “Bertozzi & Casoni,” Cardi Gallery, Milan, 20 November 2001 – 19 January 2002 
2003-04  “Bertozzi & Casoni, Studio d’Arte,” Raffaelli, Trento, December 2003 – February 2004 
2005   “Bertozzi & Casoni,” Sperone Westwater, New York, 1 April – 30 April 
2007  “Bertozzi & Casoni: Le Bugie Dell’Arte,” Galleria Internazionale d’Arte Moderna - Ca  

Pesaro, Venice, 7 June – 2 September 
2008-09  “Bertozzi & Casoni,”  Castello Sforzesco, Milan, Italy, 5 July – 2 September 2008; Museo  

Internazionale delle Ceramiche, Faenza, 20 September 2008 – 11 January 2009 
2009   “Bertozzi & Casoni,” Galleria Cardi, Milan, 5 February – 21 March 
2010   “Bertozzi & Casoni: Intervallo,” Sperone Westwater, New York, 8 January – 20 March 
2011   “DisGRAZIE,” FaMa Gallery, Verona, 1 October – 12 November 
2011-12 “Bertozzi & Casoni,” Fondazione Museo Pino Pascali, Polignano a Mare, Italy, 29 October  

2011 – 15 January 2012 (catalogue). Winner of Premio Pino Pascali 2011 – XIV  
Edizione 

2012   “Bertozzi & Casoni: Regeneration,” All Visual Arts, London, UK, 13 October – 10  
November  

2013   “Bertozzi & Casoni: Timeless,” Museum Beelden aan Zee, Den Haag, The  
Netherlands, 25 January – 19 May (catalogue) 

   “Bertozzi & Casoni: Waiting,” Beck & Eggeling, Dusseldorf, Germany, 13 April – 1 June 
   “Bertozzi & Casoni,” Galleria Cardi, Pietrasanta in collaboration with Galleria Tega Milano,  

6 July – 14 August 
2014   “Bertozzi & Casoni. Appunti recenti (contrappunti),” Sperone Westwater Lugano,  

Switzerland, 16 April – 12 July (catalogue) 
 “Bertozzi & Casoni: Dove Come Quando,” Palazzo Te, Mantua, 7 June – 7 September 
2015 “Bertozzi & Casoni: Non Ricordo,” Galleria Tega, Milan, 23 February – 11 April 
 “Bertozzi & Casoni: Tracce,” Claudio Poleschi Arte Contemporanea, Lucca, 23 May – 11 

July 
 “Bertozzi & Casoni: Selected Works,” Sperone Westwater, New York, 13 June – 24 July 
 
 
Selected Group Exhibitions: 
 
1998 “Eccentrica, Rocca Sforzesca,” Imola; Sala Cassero, Castel San Pietro; Ex-Scuola  

Elementare, Varignana (Bologna), 27 September – 24 October 
1999   “30 Basel,” Galleria Sperone Westwater, Fair, Basel 
2000  “The Armory Show 2000,” Gian Enzo Sperone, Fair, New York, 24 –28 February 

“Art 31 Basel,” Sperone Westwater, Fair, Basel, 20 – 26 June 
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2000-01 “Luci in Galleria. Da Warhol al 2000. Gian Enzo Sperone: 35 Anni di Mostre fra Europa e 
America”/ “Lights in the Gallery: From Warhol to 2000, Gian Enzo Sperone: 35 
Years Between Europe and America,” Palazzo Cavour, Turin, Italy, 6 October  
2000 – 14 February 2001 (catalogue) 

 “Il volto felice della globalizzazione. Albissola. Biennale di ceramica nell’arte            
contemporanea,” First edition, Museo Civico d’Arte Contemporanea, Albissola  
Marina e Museo della Ceramica Manlio Trucco, Albissola Superiore, 21 July –  
31 August 

 “Céramiques d’artistes II. Permière Biennale de céramique dans l’art contemporain  
d’Albissola,” Musée Ariana, Genève, 27 June – 2 September 2002 

2002-03 “Masterpieces/capolavori.  L’arista artigiano tra Picasso e Sottsass, Celebrazione del  
Centenario della Esposizione Internazionale di ArteDecorativa Moderna di  
Torino del 1902,” Palazzo Bricherasio (Sala FIAT), Turin, 5 December 2002 –  
26 January 2003 

2003   “No Canvas,” Cardi & Co. gallery, Milan, 25 February – 19 April 
“Cover Theory,” Officina della luce, Piacenza, 11 May – 29 June 
“Biennale di ceramica nell’arte contemporanea,” Second edition, Villa Groppallo, Vado  

Ligure, 27 September – 9 November  
2004   “Oddesign!,” Fiera internazionale del libro, Lingotto Fiere, Turin, 6 – 10 May 

“A secret history of clay, from Gauguin to Gormley,” Tate Liverpool, 28 May – 30 August 
2004-05 “Impermercati dell’arte.  Il consumo ironizzato.  Il consumo rappresentato.  Il consumo  

contestato,” Palazzo Pubblico, Magazzini del sale, Siena, 9 October 2004 –  
9 January 2005 

2006   “Eccentrics,” Ursula-Blickle-Stiftung, Frankfurt, Germany, 3 September – 15 October  
(catalogue) 

2008   “Bertozzi e Casoni, Domenico Bianchi, Alighiero Boetti, Nico La De Maria, Mario Merz,  
and Mimmo Paladino,” Galleria Cardi, Milano, October  

2009   “Padiglione Italia.” Biennale di Venezia, 53rd Esposizione Internazionale d’Arte della  
Biennale di Venezia, Venice, Italy, 7 June – 22 November 

2010   “Bertozzi & Casoni, Bianchi, Canevari, Nunzio, Roig, Wuthrich,” Galleria Cardi, Milan,  
Italy, 16 March – 30 April  

“2 electric chairs,” Museo Internazionale delle Ceramiche in Faenza, Faenza, Italy, 12 June –  
17 October  

“Vanitas: The Transience of Earthly Pleasures,” organized by All Visual Arts (AVA),  
33 Portland Place, London, England, 12 – 17 October  

2011   “Pino Pascali. Ritorno a Venezia,” Palazzo Michiel, Venice, Italy, 3 June – 7 August 
   “TRA: Edge of Becoming,” Palazzo Fortuny, Venice, Italy, 4 June – 27 November  
   “Padiglione Italia,” 54th Esposizione Internazionale d’Arte della Biennale di Venezia,  

Venice, Italy, 4 June – 27 November  
2011-12 “mémoires du futur, la collection Olbricht” / “memories of the future, the Olbricht’s 

collection”, la maison rouge, Paris, France, 22 October 2011 – 15 January 2012 
2012-13 “WONDERFUL: Humboldt, Krokodil & Polke,” Die Olbricht Collection, Berlin, Germany, 

29 November 2012 – 28 April 2013 
“Untitled (Giotto’s O),” Sperone Westwater, Lugano, 30 November 2012 – 15 February 

2013 
2013 “Renaissance Reloaded,” Beck & Eggling Düsseldorf, Düsseldorf, Germany, 2 February – 

23 March (catalogue) 
 “Maestri moderni e contemporanei,” Sperone Westwater, Lugano, 22 October – 23 

November 
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